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EDITORIAL

In the next twenty years the fruits of biomedical
research will give an unprecedented insight into the
pathogenesis of disease. This is mainly due to the
rapid pace of progress in molecular biology. This
period will be the golden age of medical
understanding. At the end of it we shall have a clear
view of the causes of common medical problems
and the mechanisms by which they arise. It does not
necessarily follow, of course, that understanding
will lead to effective prevention or better treatment
but most workers are optimistic that it will.

This period will be a very interesting and
exciting time in which to practise medicine and we
are all privileged to be part of it. Interesting and
exiting, that is, as long as we avoid being engrossed
in administration, management, fundholding and
finance, and instead concentrate on the science that
underpins our work. In view of this it is timely that
there are moves to establish the Lancashire and

Lakeland Medical Research Trust. This body will
raise funds to support cooperative research between
health service professionals and university
scientists. It will enable those of us working in this
area to contribute to the research effort and to
participate in these exciting developments. It will
also be a focus for the translation of progress in
basic science into health service practice.

In this issue there is a section in ‘News & Notes’
on recent plans for the research trust and there is an
article in the main body of the journal on one of the
research programmes that the trust will support. An
important part of the recent plan is a scheme to
encourage health service professionals to do
research part time for an M Phil degree conferred
by Lancaster University. This will broaden ,
participation and help to spread a research culture
within the NHS.

J. A.MORRIS Editor
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